place to salute him for his unfailing and successful efforts in further developing Diabetologia into a most efficient instrument for communication within the scientific community in general, and among diabetologists in particular. His contributions deserve gratitude and admiration, not only from the readers of the journal, but also from the diabetic patients who are the ultimate beneficiaries of the information thus transmitted to their doctors.
All of us who work at the Uppsala Editorial Office fully appreciated, when we accepted the task, the responsibility which running an international journal would naturally impose. One of the most burning questions, of course, is how to maintain and develop further the excellency, relevance and size of the journal, and last but by no means least, the interest of the readers in a world full of journals devoted to diabetology. The success and efficacy of any scientific journal, no doubt, is a result of the interplay between the authors, editors and readers and the smoothness of this process is of critical importance for the end result. The new Editorial Board will try to maintain this exchange at the highest possible level and sees no reason to alter the general policy of the journal. Attention will be paid to keep the: truly international character of Diabetologia and contributions from all over the world are welcome. Modern diabetology involves a wide spectrum of disciplines, from sociology and psychology, across the clinical sciences, to molecular biology, and it is hoped that this will be reflected in the content of the journal. The open and active debate between the readers in the "Letters" section will hopefully continue and develop, and review articles and workshop reports will summarise the latest news in the field. Suggestions for supplements are also welcomed although, traditionally, Diabetologia applies a rather restrictive policy in this context. The most important part of the journal, of course, are the original articles, which communicate the most recent, up-to-date knowledge to the readers. In this context, the speed of publication is more important than ever and all efforts will be made to reduce the publication time as mulch as possible. We heavily rely on the help of our reviewers to fulfill this task, and with the assistance of Springer-Verlag we will try to minimise the rest of the editorial process as much as possible. Altogether, the Editor-in-Chief, on behalf of the whole Editorial Board, is looking forward to a pleasant and efficient exchange with the readers, authors, reviewers and the publisher over the coming four years.
Claes Hellerstr6m, Uppsala 1 January 1989
